
Mrs. Cole 
English 9 (Room 210) 

cole.rebecca@lee.k12.al.us 
SSFC: 334-664-4063 

 
“That is part of the beauty of all literature. You discover that your longings are universal 
longings, that you're not lonely and isolated from anyone. You belong.” -F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION & INTRODUCTION 

 
Welcome to the Smiths Station Freshman Center and 9th Grade English. We have an 
exciting year ahead of us, but it will be more challenging than ever thanks to COVID-19! 
Even with the challenges, we are going to have a great year in this class. Your freshman 
year is designed to stimulate critical thinking, develop reading and writing skills, improve 
organization and multitasking skills, and prepare you for the rigors of the college and/or 
career path. As English students, you will also learn how to study, what to study, and how 
to retain the information. Basically, we are going to take what you have learned over the 
past eight years and hone your reading and writing skills to get you ready for 10th grade 
and the academic world beyond. One of the most important components in your success 
this year is the ability to work together as a team while also learning the individual and 
independent responsibilities of adulthood. Everything you need to know (including resources) 
will be available through Google Classroom, Remind, and my school website. As your 
teacher, I want to see you all succeed. Let’s work together to make that happen. 
 

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
 
I expect each student entering my classroom to succeed! Success in my class, however, 
comes with hard work, responsibilities, mutual respect, and good choices. Above all, be 
kind! 
 

✔ Preparation: Have all materials and assignments ready for class. Have all supplies and 
assignments for class with you each day. 

✔ Respect: Show respect at all times to your teacher, your classmates, and yourself. 

✔ Integrity: Always do your own work. Cheating will not be tolerated and will result in a 
zero for the assignment grade. 

✔ Dependability: Stay on task, and be on time. Be in class on time, and be here each day.  

✔ Excellence: Always do your best. Keep trying. Ask questions. Show kindness to all. 



CLASSROOM CONSEQUENCES 
 
Should you decide not to follow the policies and procedures as outlined by the student 
handbook, the following consequences will take place. 
 
1st offense: Verbal warning 
2nd offense: Teacher/student conference 
3rd offense: Parent/guardian contact 
4th offense: Office referral 
 

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES 
 
Beginning Class: Upon entering the classroom, quickly get settled, and begin working on 
your warm-up that is on the board waiting for you. Do not wait to begin your warm-up. 
Tardiness: If you are tardy, you need to have a pass to class. If you don’t have a pass, you 
will be marked tardy. Excessive tardiness will result in an office referral. 
Hall Passes: Your planner is your hall pass. If you don’t have your planner, you cannot leave 
the classroom. Each student gets 3 passes per 9 weeks. 
End of Class: Check the board for homework, and take all of your belongings with you. 
Absences and Make-Up Work: If you are absent, be sure to bring an excuse within 3 days. 
You also need to make up any missed work (tests included) during this time. Upon returning 
to class, check the green hanging file folder for any missed handouts. You also need to 
check the absent work binder, and speak with the class secretary. If you still need 
clarification, speak with me. Zeros will be assigned for all assignments until they have been 
completed and returned to me. 
Retake Policy: Each student is allowed to retake 1 failed test (grade of 59 or below) per 9 
weeks. The student must, however, relearn the material via assignments provided by the 
teacher before retesting. The final grade will be an average of the 2 scores. 
Late Work Policy: 10% of the grade will be deducted each day an assignment is late. This 
applies to all assignments with deadlines. 
 

GRADES 

 
Your grade will be calculated using a total points system. Items such as tests, projects, and 
essays will account for more total points that items such as quizzes, daily work, homework, 
etc. Grades correspond to the standard SSFC grading scale of 100-90=A; 89-80=B; 79-
70=C; 69-60=D, 59-0=F. 

 



ACADEMIC INTEGRITY & PLAGIARISM 
 
Students are to submit only their own, original work. Cheating of any kind is not acceptable 
and demonstrates a lack of integrity that is inconsistent with the expectations for a SSFC 
student. Should you choose to cheat on an assignment, you will receive a zero for that 
assignment, and I will notify your parents.  
 
“Plagiarism may come about through carelessness or ignorance. Every student, however, 
may free himself/herself from uncertainties on this score by observing the special practice 
by each instructor for preparation of written work in his/her particular course.” 
–adapted from Barbara Hunt, Columbus State University 
 
In other words, if you are not sure whether something is considered plagiarism or not, it is 
best to ask the instructor. Always play it safe. 
 

COMMUNICATION 
 
INOW: I assume you (students and parents alike) are consistently checking your grades on 
INOW and are aware of where you stand academically in my class. Please see the front 
office if you need INOW access information. 
Remind: I will occasionally send text messages via Remind. To sign up for this free service, 
text the following appropriate class codes to the number 81010: 

 ✔ 1st block: @cole1stbl 

 ✔ 3rd block: @cole3rdbl 

 ✔ 4th block: @cole4thbl 
Google Classroom: Much of this year’s work will be assigned and turned in through Google 
Classroom. To join the appropriate class, use the following class codes: 

 ✔ 1st block: didnxzy 

 ✔ 3rd block: hjoxloh 

 ✔ 4th block: dbbvr5w 
Classroom Calendar: My Google Classroom calendar is up-to-date, so students and parents 
alike should be sure to check my class calendar (and often) to stay abreast of upcoming 
due dates and assignments. 
 
  



REQUIRED MATERIALS 
 

✔ Chromebook (or other computer device) 

✔ Internet 

✔ 2 composition notebooks for warm ups 

✔ 3-ring binder with dividers 

✔ Plenty of loose-leaf paper 

✔ Pencils 

✔ Erasers 

✔ Blue or black pens 

✔ Highlighters 

✔ White out 

✔ Academic planner (provided by the school) 
 

APPRECIATED CLASSROOM DONATION SUPPLIES 
 

✔ Copy paper 

✔ Facial tissues 

✔ Hand sanitizer 

✔ Paper towels 

✔ Disinfectant wipes 


